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course, is the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
AIDS is a global crisis which threatens
the security of every government in
every Nation including the United
States. This is not merely a health
issue, this is an economic, social, polit-
ical, and moral issue. AIDS has de-
stroyed societies, destabilized govern-
ments and has the potential to topple
democracies. According to UNAIDS,
nearly 22 million people have lost their
lives, and over 36 million people today
are living with HIV and AIDS. Fewer
than 2 percent of them have access to
life-prolonging therapies or basic treat-
ment. The number of new infections of
HIV is estimated at 15,000 every day,
and it is growing. I am told that nearly
a quarter of some of Africa’s armies are
HIV positive.

In a year when President Bush has
requested an $8 billion increase in
spending over the current $320 billion
defense budget, U.N. Secretary General
Kofi Annan has called for a global
AIDS trust fund to raise $7 billion to
$10 billion a year to combat the pan-
demic. That is almost the same figure
as the defense spending increase that
we would be adding to a $320 billion
budget. This has to be a joint effort
among governments, private corpora-
tions, foundations, and nongovern-
mental organizations.

We are ranked last among the 22
OECD countries in terms of what we
spend on foreign assistance, and we
have got to spend more. It is in our in-
terest as well as in the interest of the
rest of the world. If we are going to
maintain our position as the world’s
superpower, the most prosperous Na-
tion in the history of western civiliza-
tion, then we have got to share our re-
sources. If we do not, we are going to
pay a price in the long run.

These are national priorities, and I
hope that they get better addressed in
our foreign assistance budget and in
our national priorities generally.
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THE NATURE OF THE BEAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Minnesota). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to add my voice to those
who have been talking about support
for a patient’s bill of rights. But, of
course, Mr. Speaker, not just any pa-
tients’ bill of rights. I support the ro-
bust patients’ bill of rights sponsored
by my esteemed colleagues, Mr.
MCCAIN, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. ED-
WARDS in the Senate, and the com-
panion legislation, sponsored by the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. GANSKE) and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN-
GELL) in the House. I support the pa-
tients’ bill of rights that puts patients
before profits and values human life
over the bottom line.

The idea of a patients’ bill of rights
is nothing new to this Congress. We
have all listened to the rhetoric and we

have all been involved in the debate. As
a Member of Congress since 1996, I
must say that it is interesting to see
where this debate has gone. I find it
worth commenting that the question
we are now faced with is not so much
whether or not we should pass a pa-
tients’ bill of rights but which version
we should pass. In other words, we are
all in agreement that patients need to
be afforded an increased level of pro-
tection from the predatory tendencies
of managed care organizations.

Rather than immediately delve into
the particulars of why we should prefer
one version over another, I believe it is
instructive to take a step back for a
moment and look at the concept of a
patients’ bill of rights in the first
place. The very idea that we need a pa-
tients’ bill of rights, an idea I remind
my colleagues that we all are in sup-
port of, implies the presence of an inju-
rious element within our health care
system. The simple fact that we are de-
bating this idea means that each one of
us, on some level, acknowledges the
basic reality that the interests of man-
aged care organizations tend to be ad-
versarial to the interests of patients.

I believe that the debate over which
patients’ bill of rights to accept can be
resolved simply by looking more close-
ly at the nature of the beast. Too often
I believe we talk about solutions with-
out fully understanding the problem. I
believe that with a careful examina-
tion of the means and motives by
which managed care corporations make
money, off the pain and suffering of pa-
tients, the answer to the question of
which patients’ bill of rights is the real
patients’ bill of rights becomes self-evi-
dent.

Now, what is it about managed care
that is so inherently evil? Well, let me
just quote one thing that Milton Fried-
man, a well-known advocate of free
market economics, said. ‘‘Few trends
could so thoroughly undermine the
very foundation of our free society as
the acceptance by corporate officials of
a social responsibility other than to
make as much money for their stock-
holders as possible.’’ In other words, if
we go by the dictates that managed
care organizations live by, not only is
it undesirable to take a patient’s well-
being into account, it is simply uneth-
ical to do so. Any motive other than
profit is extraneous and inappropriate.

Now, obviously, this narrow-minded
approach has put us in the situation
that we are currently in. And I would
suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we simply
take stock of where we are as a coun-
try with a health care delivery system,
put patients before profits, make sure
that patients and their physicians have
the opportunity to collaborate, to
make decisions and determinations
about the kind of treatment they
should receive, and not some bureau-
crat or clerk sitting in an office. That
is the only real way to do it.

So I would urge all of my colleagues
and all of America to really support
the Ganske-Dingell bill so that pa-

tients can have real rights, and that is
the right to be involved, the right to
live, the right to get good medicine
when they are in need of it.

f

HONORING THE NATION’S PRE-
MIER LATINA LABOR LEADER,
DOLORES HUERTA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor one of our Nation’s premier
Latino labor leaders, Dolores Huerta.

Growing up in a predominantly
Latino neighborhood in Southern Cali-
fornia, I often looked to my commu-
nity leaders for lessons in how to live
and how to treat other people. One of
the most influential role models con-
tinues to be Dolores Huerta, pre-
eminent civil rights leader who has
fought for the rights of underserved la-
borers for more than 40 years.

Born in Dawson, New Mexico, on
April 10, 1930, Dolores Huerta was
raised along with her four siblings in
the San Jaoquin Valley town of Stock-
ton, California. While there, she wit-
nessed firsthand the poverty that local
farm workers endured, but also saw the
generosity her mother showed them in
the form of free meals and lodging.

Although she earned a teaching de-
gree from Stockton College, Dolores
Huerta left the profession because she
could not stand to see her students,
children of farm workers, arrive at
school hungry, without shoes and food.
Rather than just teach, she decided to
organize the farm workers to help
them fight for their civil rights as well.
So in 1955 she founded the Stockton
chapter of the Community Service Or-
ganization, a community organization
designed to educate, organize, and as-
sist these poor families.

Her dedication to farm workers con-
tinued and, in 1962, Dolores Huerta
joined with Cesar Chavez to establish
the National Farm Workers Associa-
tion. The group was a precursor to the
United Farm Worker Organizing Com-
mittee, for which she served as sec-
retary-treasurer.

But Dolores Huerta has done much
more than just organize farm workers.
She has also fought for health benefits,
higher wages, and disability insurance
for those people who work in the fields.
Without her, today’s farm workers
would not enjoy the fair treatment and
safe working standards that they enjoy
now in the State of California.

Dolores Huerta’s dedication, though,
is not just confined to farm workers.
She fought hard for the rights that we
all hold dear, women’s rights, environ-
mental justice, civil rights, and free
speech. In fact, in the 1960s, Dolores
Huerta launched a campaign for envi-
ronmental justice. She began to advo-
cate against the use of toxic pesticides
that harmed farm workers and con-
sumers. Her vehement lobbying and or-
ganizing led growers to finally stop
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